Dear NAAMA Family,

I hope everyone is having a great summer.

It’s been a couple of months since the last email summarizing our Chapter’s activities, so
here’s a brief update.

Humanitarian

1.

We helped fundraise for the “We Love Life” campaign, raising $18,750 in less
than a week, allowing the campaign to reach its target. The funds will be
distributed equally between several non-profit organizations providing
support to Gazans, including Heal and PCRF. We thank all the donors for
their generosity. As a reminder, we had raised $26,000 for Syrian refugee
families in Houston, disbursed through the Syrian American Cultural Club.
Together we can!

Our Chapter has reactivated scholarships. Please check out our website and
share the link with applicants who may need the financial support, both here
and back home.

We are also looking for more volunteers who are dually fluent in English and
Arabic to help refugee families navigate the medical and educational
systems in the US, under the supervision of Dr. Nesreen Ibrahim. Please
forward this call to anyone who might be interested.

Professional Growth and Community Building
4. We held our NAAMA social mixer in June. We thank Dr. Dalia Moghazy for

organizing it, paying attention to every little detail. It was so much fun and the
feedback was so positive that we decided to hold another mixer on
09/13/2025. Please save the date. Details will be forthcoming. While this
upcoming gathering will also be held at a restaurant, we are considering
other activities in the future, including bowling, karaoke, etc. These might
unnerve some, so please let us know if you would be interested. For pictures
from our mixer, please check out: Facebook and Instagram.

NAAMA International Convention was held in Dublin. The theme and
inspiring talks reflected the vital role NAAMA plays in advancing the interests
of our community. Please check out National NAAMA'’s website in a week or
so for pictures/videos.

We continue to work with the Egyptian American Society (EAS), the Arab
American Cultural Center (ACC), and the Multicultural Center (MCC) to put
together an event for medical students and residents/fellows. This will be
held on 09/20/2025. Details to follow. Please save the date.
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https://aama-houston.org/medical-student-houston-scholarship/
https://aama-houston.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/NAAMA-Houston-Volunteer-and-Mentorship-2025.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/aamahouston
https://www.instagram.com/naama.houston/

7. Our Chapter has been active helping medical students or recently graduating
physicians from the Arab world secure clinical rotations in the US. As you
might know, this is no longer possible in academic institutions and their
affiliated hospitals, exceptin very rare instances. However, board member
Dr. Mahmood Dweik, VP of CLS, has been instrumental in helping secure
these essential experiences. Our Chapter is indebted to him and to CLS. We
are also grateful to our Chapter Resident Representative, Dr. Dina Zamil,
who also recently helped a Jordanian surgeon, looking for a residency
training spot. These illustrate what our community can achieve when we lock
arms!

Membership

8. Our Chapter continues to lead in membership. If you have not already,
please join and encourage others to do so. We can do more when united.
https://naama.com/become-a-member/

9. Also, remember to like our Facebook page and Instagram account.

There are a few additional initiatives we are working on. Details will be forthcoming.

Please reach out to get involved. We need more help!
Best,

Chadi Calarge
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