Dear NAAMA community,

First of all, Eid Moubarak. To many returns, in hopefully more peaceful and prosperous

times.

I will do my best to send an email every 1-2 months to keep you appraised of what the

Chapter has accomplished and what is in the works. None of this would be possible

without you, so please stay current on your annual membership. Also, please join the
chapter to contribute to the plethora of activities going on.

Reporting on:

1-

Gala: we had a very successful event thanks to the efforts of many people, including
my predecessor, Dr. Moukaddam, the chair, Deedee Baba, and all the generous
souls that donated their time, their products/services, their money or purchased
tables and seats. Pictures and a brief video can be found on our Facebook and Insta
page.

Educational event: Our first educational event for 2025, featuring Dr. Nabil Mansour,
will be held on 04/02/25. He will be discussing Al in medicine. If interested, please
sign up at this link: Meeting Reservations - National Arab American Medical
Association

Helping Syrian Refugee Families: Following an email sent in the last two weeks, our
chapter raised more than $15,000 (as of the writing of this email) in addition to
$1000 donated by NAAMA. The funds were distributed in full to the Syrian American
Club to disburse to Syrian refugee families, who had arrived recently to Houston,
finding themselves with virtually no support, in light of recent federal budget cuts. In
this regard, | would like to recognize the contributions of Mr. Amer Al-Nahhas, the
SAC’s president, and his team of volunteers as well as the critical contributions of
Dr. Nesreen Ibrahim, who has been working tirelessly to help arrange support to
these families (more, below). While many individuals donated funds, one in
particular donated a sizeable sum. However, they have requested anonymity.
NAAMA is for dentists too! Drs. Hussain Alobeidy, Ayman Chritah, and Haitham
Wehby have launched an effort to make NAAMA more relevant to dentists, in the
Houston area. Awhatsapp group has been created and work is in progress to set up
an educational event. Details to follow.

NAAMA Tax filing: This year, our chapter was able to save some money by switching
to Mr. Ali Daher’s firm for our 2024 tax filing. We are grateful for his generous
support. The money we save will go towards funding more scholarships (see below).
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6-

Executive committee updates: Dr. Sarah Araji stepped down from her role on the
executive committee and Dr. Omaima Sabek has graciously agreed to join. We are
excited to work with Dr. Sabek, who is bringing energy and great ideas.

Disaster Relief Committee: While other American organizations have such
committees for rare instances when they may need to be activated, our
communities, here and overseas, are often facing major challenges and disasters.
Dr. Nesreen Ibrahim, President of EACH (Egyptian American Club of Houston), has
graciously joined NAAMA to form a committee to help our local community to begin
with. In time, we will plan commitments overseas. Please let her or me know if you
would like to be involved.

Physician Feature: With technical and logistical support by Dr. Dina Zamil, our
current resident representative on the executive committee, we have launched our
first physician feature initiative, featuring Dr. Jaafar Al-Annan, a Lebanese American

Ophthalmologist. Please check out the post (National Arab American Medical
Association - Houston Chapter) and reach out if you would like yourself or your
clinic featured. Also, please like NAAMA’s page on Facebook and Instagram.

In the works:

O-

Arab Health Professionals Database: Dr. Ahamed AlKhanany is helping NAAMA build
a web-based searchable database that will list Arab doctors in Houston with their
specialty and place of practice. A link will be sent out soon to invite everyone to
enter their information.

10- Reactivating scholarships: Due to the pandemic and financial restrictions, NAAMA

put on hold awarding scholarships. Working with several, including 2023 Ben Qurrah
Recipient Dr. Hana El-Sahli, we are revamping the criteria in order to reactivate
these scholarships. The number awarded annually will depend on funds available,
including returns from membership fees (so please sign up). In addition, this will be
possible because of Dr. Samir Tuma’s generous gift to establish an educational fund
for the chapter. Please consider contributing to the fund.
https://www.centeraap.org/donate/?fund=Dr.%20Samir%20Tuma%20Endowed %20
Scholarship%20Fund

11-Our next event, titled “Prescription for Tax-Smart Investing” will be held on 05/08/25.

Itis sponsored by Morgan Stanley with a limit of 25 attendees (first come, first
served). NAAMA members will be given priority. More details will be included in a
separate email, to be sent later in the week. PS: | personally have no conflict of
interest to reportin this regard. | do not use Morgan Stanley for wealth management
(I am still working on acquiring wealth LOL).

12-ACC collaboration: Dr. Walid Gaber, the current president of the Arab American

Cultural Center, Dr. Mahmood Dweik (NAAMA Executive Committee member), and |
have met to discuss strengthening our collaboration. We are working on developing
an educational program for the community and examining the feasibility of more
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impactful services. Updates will be shared as they materialize, at which point, we
will call on you to help.

13- EAS collaboration: We are working with Dr. Ahmed Thabet, at the Egyptian American
Society, on contributing to an educational program for early career health
professionals, likely for early fall. Details will be shared when available.

14-With input from many, our chapter will be setting up more informal social events.
The first event will likely be held in June. Stay tuned.

There are other things in the works but, for now, you have to settle for the above. Please get
engaged, we need you. Our community needs you.

In closing, | would like to express my deep gratitude to many who have helped the executive
committee in the last couple months, but none more than ourimmediate past president,
Dr. Moukaddam, who has virtually held our hand as we navigated various tasks and
responsibilities.

Best,

Chadi Calarge
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